San Antonio Delta Zeta Alumnae Chapter
Monthly Board Meeting
March 10™, 2025
6:00 PM
Zoom Meeting Online

I. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order March 10th, 2024, at 6:09pm CST.
II. Attendance:

Lisa Branam
Monica Harness
Cyndi Munch
Yovhany Ortiz
Michelle Saenz
Michelle Schuchert

III. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: Michelle motioned to approve the minutes.
Lisa seconded that motion. February Minutes were approved as submitted by all members
present.

IV. Officer Reports

a. President-Norma Jean Giffin

-Monica reported that for the everlasting event, Norma, Jean and Monica had planned on
going but Monica ended up going on a last-minute work trip, and there was sickness in Norma
Jean’s house, so they were unable to attend. However, Savannah, Afton, Valerie, Lori Tijerina
and Kathy Painer attended from our Alumnae chapter. Savannah shared that some of the
offerings were a little bit disjointed because the audience was broad. There were collegiates
and alumnae, but the presentations were more just collegiate focused. There were
approximately 100 people in attendance at the event. There was a dinner on Friday for senior
recognition, and some of the Omicron Alpha members attended.

-Laurie Tijerina was appointed to the foundation board and there was some discussion about
the possibility of creating a foundation scholarship for Omicron Alpha. It is an early
discussion, but we would get the message out to the alumnae they would donate to the
foundation, but we could earmark their donations to go specifically to Omicron Alpha. They
were approached for this because of the growth and the strength of both their chapter and the
alumnae chapter. Savannah will keep us informed as information comes out.

-National Membership Report was submitted. We have 41 members for the national roster.
b. VP Membership-Michelle Schuchert:

-Afton will be sending Michelle the name of the sister that is donated by check so that their
lists of donors’ match.

c. VP Programs- Yovhany Ortiz:

-We are planning a gathering at the Alumnae Bake in April. She is finding out if we would be
able to meet at the gate and sign guests in so that we could arrange for some of our alum



sisters who would want to come. Yovhany also mentioned that we may not be able to have
letters out there because of alcohol. Monica said that she would find out.
-There is going to be brunch this month. It will be Saturday the 22" at 10am at Max and Louis
so she will be looking into a new event for May.

d. VP Collegiate Relations-Monica Harness:
-Monica is getting ready to send out the emails for Sister Pearls. She had to get in touch with a
few other sisters because she didn't have enough volunteers. Monica verified that Lisa,
Michele, and Michelle are still willing to be Sister Pearls. They confirmed that yes, they can.
-Omicron Alpha is hoping to have a social with our alumnae chapter. They're at the beginning
stages and are trying to figure out what they'd like to do with us.

e. Secretary-Emilia McGarity:
-Nothing to report. Monica asked if Norma Jean or Emilia reached out to anyone for
newsletters. Lisa let Monica know that Cyndi wrote one and submitted it.

f. Treasurer-Afton Smith-Esparza:
-As of the weekend we have 41 members paid. We did have one check come in that Afton had
not deposited yet so that would bring it up to 42.
-Currently in our bank account, we have $5,039. We have a total of about 8 donations (2
Diamonds for sure and then the check also had a $100 donation).
-Afton attended the Houston Everlasting event. The programming was ok but still has a lot of
work to do. If it comes around to Texas again though she would suggest going. A lot of people
were there from Omicron Alpha. Savannah was able to take 5 girls with her. They honored the
seniors and had a dinner for the chapter presidents the night before. They also honored people
that were celebrating an anniversary. Afton officially hit 10 years, so she got to have a picture
taken with Kathy Painter as well. Lori was honored for reaching 25 years and there was
another lady that reached 50 years. Lisa stated that her CCD for her chapter, Sandy, flew in
and had her golden rose there. Afterwards, they broke off into little sessions, where, like some
of the collegiates for example, got to go talk to some about ACL staff. Starkey had a booth
there. Afton discussed the Alumnae Initiations currently taking place and that they went over
what they will need to do. She mentioned that her mother and Valerie’s mother will be
initiated soon into the Chapter as well. The cost involved would be that once you get the
registration plus the badge it is a little over $500 just to go through everything. Skilee is
considering having her mom initiated as well in the Fall since she graduates in December.
-Monica is planning to be at Initiation. Afton offered assistance if needed and will be giving
them a gift.

g. Panhellenic- Lisa Branam/Cyndi Munch:
-Lisa identified that they had been mistaken on the luncheon date. It is not the first Saturday in
May it is the second Saturday, May 10,
-Lisa shared that if they become a 501C3 that they would need to maintain good records and
that if anyone donated $75 or more they would need to be given a receipt. So now a majority
of the group does not want to go that route anymore even though they had been working hard
on it. Lisa said that she is going to fight it next month. Maintaining these records would
potentially allow for them to give better scholarships and people and businesses would be
willing to give more. The issue is that some consider it to be too much work.
-Cyndi brought up the sorority mother daughter tea event for everybody that they are having
on the 10™. She also discussed that we could nominate a sister for the merit award and the due
date is April 15th.



-With the newsletter article she is trying to get people that haven’t held an officer position to
think about being a Panhellenic delegate and getting more involved in Panhellenic. There is a
need for new people.

h. Philanthropy-Anna-Melissa Cavazos:
-Monica reported that the philanthropy event for April is going to be cards of joy. This is for
seniors that are in the nursing home and assisting living facilities, and that will be an activity
with the Omicron Alpha Chapter for the alum brunch on April 5th.
- For May, it's better speech and hearing month so we will just be highlighting awareness on
social media about that.
-June 14" there's a volunteer day at the San Antonio Food Bank. Arrival will be at 8:30am for
a warehouse shift from 9 to 1130. She is looking for 15 volunteers and it can include friends
and family. Link for the group for sign up will be sent out in May. She also suggested having
a Luncheon afterwards near off 410 and 151.
-The last thing is that we're going to save the diaper bank project for the Fall in September or
October.

i. Ways and Means-Susan Gargotta:
-Nothing to report.
-Monica discussed that she was going to give us an update on the raffle baskets. Afton said
that we sold about $100 in raffle tickets. The winners were Lori Bergstrom and Cat Sales.

j. Public Relations-Casey Galindo:
-Everything is kept up to date and posted. Email her if there is anything that needs to be
posted.

k. Website Administrator-Michelle Saenz:
-Michelle did not have anything new to report.
-She will be updating the doner list but she did post the winners of the baskets.

. Sunshine Chair-Diana Sarfin:
-Monica reported that Diana sent out 4 birthday cards and songs.
-This Saturday at the UIW library on campus it is the 50th anniversary of Vietnam, and they're
sharing the story of 12 San Antonio Vets.

V. Adjourn: Meeting Adjourned at 6:40pm CST.



