San Antonio Delta Zeta Alumnae Chapter
Monthly Board Meeting
February 10t, 2025
6:00 PM
La Madeline Restaurant and Zoom Meeting Online

[. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order February 10th, 2024, at 6:13pm CST.

II.

Attendance:

Norma Jean Giffin
Casey Galindo

Lisa Branam

Cyndi Munch

Susan Gargotta
Monica Harness
Emilia McGarity
Yovhany Ortiz
Michelle Saenz
Anna-Melissa Cavazos

[II. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: Norma Jean motioned to approve the
minutes. Anna-Melissa seconded that motion. February Minutes were approved as
submitted by all members present.

IV. Officer Reports

a.

b.

President-Norma Jean Giffin
-Norma Jean reported that the newsletter article was submitted to Nationals. We will see
if we are published in the magazine.
-Everlasting event attendees will include Monica, Brooke, Afton, Savannah, and Norma
Jean . Omicron Alpha will be sending 3 Chapter members.
VP Membership-Michelle Schuchert:
-Norma Jean reported as of today we have 29 paid members and 22 from prior years
that have not yet been renewed. Norma Jean asked for assistance with reaching out to
those that had not renewed. Sisters volunteered to contact several individuals on the list.
VP Programs- Yovhany Ortiz:
-Yovhany discussed that she was hoping to put together an Axe throwing sisterhood
event but determined that it is a little expensive. She does still need to get more
information on it. She was thinking March might just need to be a brunch event at the
Pearl or a party bingo event. Lisa suggested regular bingo could be fun as well. Yovhany
will investigate both options. She is looking at March 7t or 8th. The next weekend gets
into Spring Break.
-Yovhany discussed that she would like to send out engage member interest.

d. VP Collegiate Relations-Monica Harness:



-Monica was able to go to a recent event on Saturday and they did an amazing job. The
chapter picked up 12 girls on bid day. Total is set at 42 and the chapter is currently at 30
but it will reach total with the new members. She will confirm if any other chapter is at
total. New member Pinning will be tomorrow.

-The sister pearl information will be sent out by email. She asked if any officers were
interested in having a sister pearl this semester.

. Secretary-Emilia McGarity:

-The next newsletter is planned to go out in March. Please send newsletter information
to Emilia by the 20t of February to give her enough time to work on it. Norma Jean
asked Lisa and Cyndi if they could write a PASA scholarship article by then so that we
can highlight that as well.

. Treasurer-Afton Smith-Esparza:

-Norma Jean reported that we have a balance of $3,689.52 in our bank account. We have
8 sisters that donated to the giving circle. The total is $570.95. We still have some board
members and OA advisors that need to pay their dues. Please send reminders.

. Panhellenic- Lisa Branam/Cyndi Munch:

-There will be a recruitment forum coming on Sunday. The link has been sent out via
email. Cyndi and Lisa thanked everyone for sharing the information and invited officers
to log on if they were available.

-The May 3rd luncheon will be Kentucky Derby themed. PASA is also considered a
mother/daughter theme. They are trying also to increase younger member participation
for the luncheon by expanding to relatives or friends. Attendess do not have to be
current sorority members. A silent auction will be held at the event.

-Cyndi shared that she and Lisa met a Delta Zeta that they had never met before-Fran
Brewer.

-Cyndi mentioned she got the 2025-member listing and there are 862 women members
in the San Antonio and surrounding area. Not all addresses are current with some
keeping their parent’s home address.

-The link for the PASA scholarship has not been released.

. Philanthropy-Anna-Melissa Cavazos:

-Anna-Melissa reported that the member survey had not been sent out but hoped it
would be sent out at the end of February. She is hoping to include questions requesting
name, what organizations they volunteer with, whether they serve on a board or
committee, if they are interested in donation drives, interested in supporting the local DZ
Chapter, whether they would want to do hands on things or not such as a food drive, and
if they would participate with other alumnae families.

-She shared her experience volunteering at the San Antonio Food Bank and is
considering having that be one of our philanthropy events over the summer.

-In March we will host a period products drive for the Texas diaper bank to help build
period kits. We could also consider a volunteer day during the summer at the Texas
diaper bank. She will be reaching out for further details.

-April 5t is the Alumnae Brunch event. We may continue donating sunshine cards, with
this year’s donation being sent to the elderly in San Antonio.

- May will consist of a social media campaign regarding speech and hearing month.

-At the end of the year we will have our annual turtle warming event.

i. Ways and Means-Susan Gargotta:



-The whiskey and wine basket raffle has launched. The drawing is March 1st and tickets
are being sold: $5 per individual ticket or 5 for $20.
-The next fundraiser will be the sister pearl bags. She will be adding an additional item
to the bag from last year, which will increase the cost to $25.
-There will be a rose shop in the Summer.
j. Public Relations-Casey Galindo:
-Social Media pages are kept up to date and posted. She will make sure there is
something posted for the membership drive this week but the raffle post is out there.
k. Website Administrator-Michelle Saenz:
-Michelle reported that the raffle is live with a link on the main page for people to find
easily.
-The minutes and budget are posted on the website. The donor list for 2025 must be
updated. We are waiting for the membership drive to end. She is ensuring that the
website is updated with the most current information.
-Michelle asked if the chapter was planning to participate in the Project Prom Dress
donation event this year. Anna-Melissa shared that we may not. She did share that the
organization accepts donations on certain days. Anna-Melissa will confirm the dates and
forward them on.
l. Sunshine Chair-Diana Sarfin:
-Norma Jean reported that Diana sent out 3 January birthday cards and 5 in February. All
received a birthday song on their birthday.

V. Adjourn: Meeting Adjourned at 7:14pm CST.



