
San Antonio Delta Zeta Alumnae Chapter 
Monthly Board Meeting 
November 13th, 2023 

6:00 PM 
Via Zoom Meeting Online 

 
I. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order November 13th, 2023, at 6:04pm CST. 
 
II. Attendance: 
 
     Norma Jean Giffin 
     Casey Galindo 
     Susan Gargotta 
     Monica Harness 
     Cyndi Munch 
     Yovhany Ortiz 
     Afton Smith-Esparza 
 
III. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: Cyndi motioned to approve. Monica 
seconded the motion. All members approved minutes. 
 
IV. Officer Reports 
 
a. President-Norma Jean Giffin: 

- Norma Jean sent out an email and information form to all dues paying members via 
email regarding the upcoming election. Casey also posted to social media.  
- Norma Jean asked for all current officers that are interested in serving on the executive 
board to submit the form by the end of this week.  
- She announced that she and Monica received a text from Brooke (current CCD of OA 
chapter) that she is stepping down as an advisor at the end of this year. Since there is no 
RCD in place, Brooke was unsure as to who would replace her in that role. Savannah 
Smith will serve as interim CCD until the position is filled. 

b. VP Membership-Debra Del Toro:  
     - Norma Jean reported 1 new member joined today. She is our first member for 2024. 
c.  VP Programs- Casey Galindo:  

- Casey reported that she and Anna-Melissa attended the sisterhood event in October 
(Nightmare before Christmas at the McNay). The two of them enjoyed lunch together 
afterwards and then attended the viewing of the original movie the following day.  
- She reported that the invitation went out for the upcoming sisterhood Christmas event 
on social media and had sent it to Valerie to post on website. Norma Jean will be sending 
out the email. The venue allows for ordering from an open menu and separate checks. 
She will need to provide RSVPs soon and is hoping to collect RSVPs this week.  
-Turtle warming philanthropy event will coincide with the Christmas event and was 
included in the invitation. 

d.  VP Collegiate Relations-Monica Harness: 



     - On Nov 4th there were 3 new members initiated. Monica mentioned that it was a lovely 
event.  
     - Monica discussed that she is looking to have one more sister to pair with an initiate for 
the sister pearls program we have. The first letter would need to be completed at the  
     end of this week.  
     - November 26th is last formal meeting of the Semester. The sister pearls are invited so 
that they can meet their sister pearl. All sisters are invited to attend but must RSVP to 
Monica. 
     - Study bags will also be provided at the meeting on November 26th 

     - The sisterhood event that was planned this week had to be cancelled but another event 
will be planned next semester. This will be in addition to the Alum Brunch. 
     - No sisters graduated this semester but there will be many in the spring. A senior cord 
was sent to one graduate that had to go on alum status due to a family situation. 
e.  Secretary-Emilia McGarity:  
     - Norma Jean reported that Emilia is asking members for newsletter article. Ideally she 
would like to receive the articles at the end of this week with the goal of working on the 
newsletter before Thanksgiving with distribution the first week of December.  
     - Casey will submit something for the sisterhood event. Founder’s Day information will 
be included. Panhellenic events will be included as well. We will also mention something 
about the membership drive. 
     - Cyndi asked if only members receive the Newsletter and Norma Jean responded that it 
is sent to non-members as well that at some point used to be members.  
f.   Treasurer-Afton Smith-Esparza:  
     - The current balance in the account is $2371.62 
     - We still have 2 outstanding checks. We are waiting on collegiates to cash the checks 
that we gave them. 
     - Monica said that she will check in with Brooke on those checks. 
     - A sister paid dues on the website, so Norma Jean forwarded the email to Afton. 
     - The only remaining 2023 expense should be the Fall snack bags for the OA Collegiates. 
g.  Panhellenic-Susan Gargotta/Cyndi:  
     -December 7th is the date of the panhellenic luncheon. We do not have to bring anything 
this year except a toy donation for blue Santa. Cyndi requested that the current/past 
president of the chapter attend. Norma Jean said that she plans to attend. 
h.  Philanthropy-Anna-Melissa Cavazos:  
     - Anna-Melissa is currently in Houston with her father due to his cancer battle-Norma 
Jean provided her report. Anna-Melissa’s father is battling lymphoma, and she is asking for 
prayers.  

-There are a total of 10 people who have RSVPd for the Raul Jimenez Thanksgiving 
Dinner Philanthropy event. Anna-Melissa needs final RSVPs by the end of this week. We 
will offer a   
carpool for this event due to the parking challenges downtown. 
- The December Philanthropy/Social event is a Turtle warming event where the chapter 
will be collecting blankets and warm items for those in need. Anna-Melissa will let us 
know what   

     organization will receive the donations.  
i.   Ways and Means-Yovhany Ortiz: 



- Two checks have been mailed to Afton today.  
- Yovhany asked Susan about the potential fundraiser event she had mentioned at the 
last meeting (custom jewelry fundraiser). Susan purchased all the DZ items that were 
made in preparation for the fundraising event. It will be promoted as a mini fundraiser.  
- Monica will discuss the possibility of using some of the items for the sister pearl gifts. 

j.   Public Relations-Casey Galindo:   
     -All has been updated for the site and social media. Please continue to send any new 
information that needs to be posted. She will send out a reminder about the upcoming  
     events so that they can get RSVPs as soon as possible. 
k.  Website Administrator-Valerie Cobos: No updates. 
l.   Sunshine Chair-Diana Sarfin:  
     -Report was provided by Norma Jean.  
     -There were three birthdays celebrated and one sympathy card was mailed out for the 
month of October. 
     - Diana wanted to let us know that she opted not to have the knee surgery yet and will be 
taking a trip to Greece next year and then she will revisit her options.  
 
VII. Adjourn: Meeting Adjourned at 6:32pm CST. 
 


