
San Antonio Delta Zeta Alumnae Chapter 
Monthly Board Meeting 

October 14, 2024 
6:00 PM 

Via Zoom Meeting Online 
 
I. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order October 14, 2024, at 6:04 pm CST. 
 
II. Attendance: 
 
     Norma Jean Giffin 
     Yovhany Ortiz 
     Afton Smith-Esparza 
     Anna-Melissa Cavazos 
     Susan Gargotta 
     Cyndi Munch 
     Michelle Saenz 
     Casey Galindo 
      
III. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: Afton motioned to approve and Casey 
seconded. October Minutes were approved as submitted by all members present. 
 
IV. Officer Reports 
 
a. President-Norma Jean Giffin 

 - To date, 52 tickets were sold. 
 -Check in for the Gala will begin at 6:30pm with dinner starting promptly at 7 pm. 
Collegiate Chapter will be covering the National President’s hotel stay.  Due to conflicts 
with the schedule of several founder, a video recording will be sent in by Anna Stewart 
LeBlanc which will be played at the event. DJ will provide music.. 
 -The decorations co-leads are Norma Jean and Victoria Valadez (Alum Relations Chair). 
We are hoping to have anyone that can assist on Saturday at 9 AM. We will need to move 
the composites on Thursday evening as this is the only time that Lisa Branam’s husband 
is available to assist. 
-Norma Jean will provide a thank you gift for both Anna and Cathy Painter. 

b.  VP Membership-Michele Schuchert:  
-Norma Jean shared that Michele was waiting on one member to complete her 
registration information now that her membership has been re-instated. 

c.  VP Programs- Yovhany Ortiz:  
-Yovhany shared that the In Contrada Sisterhood event has been scheduled for 
November 17th at 1 PM. Invitation will be sent out on social media.  
-The Holiday Luncheon is set for December 7th with a venue to be confirmed.     

d. VP Collegiate Relations-Monica Harness: 
     -Norma Jean provided Monica’s report.  
     -She is currently assigning Sister Pearls and will have letters sent out to the new 
     members soon.  



     -We received 8 applications to date for our Founders Day Scholarship. The closing date 
      for applications is October 15th and winners will be announced at the Gala. The     
      committee will be reviewing the applications to select the winners. Three scholarship      
      will be granted. 
e.  Secretary-Emilia McGarity:  

-Norma Jean provided the report. 
-Emilia sent out the Fall Newsletter at the end of September.  
-Next newsletter will be sent in early December. More information to follow at next 
meeting. 

f.   Treasurer-Afton Smith-Esparza:  
     -The current balance $2,9360. 
    -Gala: Two payments have been provided along with a security deposit (provided by  
      Norma Jean). Final invoice will be paid the night of the event, along with the security     
      and DJ invoice. 
g.  Panhellenic-Susan Lisa Branam/Cyndi Munch:  
     -Cyndi reported that the Christmas Coffee is scheduled for December 13th. More details  
     to come at the next meeting. 
     -Recruitment reports of new members: WTAMU: 17, Texas State 56, St. Mary’s: 5, 
     Tarleton State: 52, UT Dallas: 66, Univ of TN: 132, LSU: 104, Texas A&M: no data, SFA: no  
      Data. 
    -Cyndi shared her frustration with gathering data from several schools. She did share  
    that students from Reagan, Smithson Valley, Churchill, San Antonio Christian and Boerne  
    Champion were included in the numbers reported above. 
h.  Philanthropy-Anna-Melissa Cavazos:  
     - The date for the Raul Jimenez event is scheduled for November 27th to assist with  
     decorating. 
     -Once Holiday party date venue is confirmed, she will work to spread the word on the  
     Turtle Warming Donations philanthropy event.  
i.   Ways and Means-Susan Gargotta: 

-Silent Auction: Susan has put 8 baskets together for the raffle. Raffle tickets will be sold 
to anyone who wishes to purchase a ticket. The purchaser’s names will be on the back of 
the tickets, and it will be placed in a bowl for the basket that they wish to win.  
-Final Themed Baskets: Grab a Bite, Ray Ban Aviator and Eye Kit, A Quiet Night In, You’ve 
Got This Sister, Date Night, Tiffany and Co., Rom Com, Something For Your Other Half.  
-Pour and Pour Sisterhood event/fundraiser is set for February 9, 2025.  
-Rose Shop will open in February 2025 again. 

j.   Public Relations-Casey Galindo:   
     -Everything is up to date on social media.  
     -All Gala donors are being recognized daily beginning the week of the event. If the  
     company has a social media page, they are being tagged. 
k.  Website Administrator-Michelle Saenz:  
     -All gala donors recognized on the website for the gala. 
     -Please remember to send any photos to her so that they may be posted on the website.  
l.   Sunshine Chair-Diana Sarfin:  
     -Norma Jean reported that Diana sent 10 birthday cards and songs.  
     -She reminded everyone to please keep Diana in their prayers as she prepares for her  



      surgery on November 1st.   
     
V. Adjourn: Meeting Adjourned at 7:02pm CST. 
 


