
San Antonio Delta Zeta Alumnae Chapter 
Monthly Board Meeting 

September 9th, 2024 
6:00 PM 

Via La Madeline Restaurant and Zoom Meeting Online 
 
I. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order September 9th, 2024, at 6:10pm CST. 
 
II. Attendance: 
 
     Norma Jean Giffin 
     Yovhany Ortiz 
     Michelle S 
     Emilia McGarity 
     Afton Smith-Esparza 
     Susan Gargotta 
     Lisa Branam 
     Cyndi Munch 
     Monica Harness 
     Michelle Saenz 
      
III. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: Monica motioned to approve and Michelle 
S. seconded. August Minutes were approved as submitted by all members present. 
 
IV. Officer Reports 
 
a. President-Norma Jean Giffin 

 - There was a meeting of the Gala committee on August 28th. The menu will remain the 
same however no alcohol will be served. 
 -Check in for the Gala will be 6:30pm-6:45pm with dinner starting promptly at 7 pm. 
Colligiate Chapter will be covering the National President’s hotel stay.  Sandra Villareal 
(founder) will also speak at the Gala and will be possibly bringing another founder to the 
event. DJ will provide music. The menu options are a Tuscan Chicken entree with mashed 
potatoes and seasoned vegetables. A pasta vegetarian option will be available. As a 
precaution all nuts were removed from the menu. 
 -The decorations leads are Norma Jean and Victoria Valadez (Alum Relations Chair). The 
plan is to utilize decorations currently in storage minimizing expenses.  
 -A budget was approved for the gala. The price of the tickets will be $60 a ticket per 
Alumnae and $50 for Collegiate members.  Miranda Vela (chapter president) and Victoria 
(alum relations chair) do not think that the ticket price will dissuade collegiate members 
from attending since they have not had a formal event in several years. They will be 
entering the program in clutch. T-shirts are being sold by the OA Chapter. There are four 
different options/designs and then the committee will decide on the final option so that 
they can proceed with opening the ticket sales. Norma Jean will let Susan share what was 
secured for the silent auction in her report.  



     -Norma Jean reached out to nationals asking if they will receive anything for their  
national awards prior to the gala. She was informed that they no longer send awards for 
the                  

Outstanding  Alumnae Chapter award, however, the chapter will be recognized by having 
a brick placed with the chapter’s name at the DZ Headquarters.  We should have a photo 
sent                      in time for the Gala. The two other awards will be sent to her in time for 
the Gala. Savannah will also bring OA awards,  They may need help unloading that Friday 
since they will be  

     transporting the composites.  
     -The will only be a toast to Delta Zeta at the Founders day since spouses and significant 
others will be present.   
b.  VP Membership-Michelle Schuchert:  
     -Nothing to report. 
c.  VP Programs- Yovhany Ortiz:  

-Yovhany is looking at doing an event at In Contrada Winery on a Sunday in late October.  
-She is currently working on a date for the Holiday Party. It could possibly be as early as 
November 9th, November 16th, November 30th, or December 7th. The possibility of having 
lunch was brought up. The group agreed on the December 7th date.   
-She is currently working on the Gala invitation. The invitation will tie in with the T-shirt 
design and will be sent out soon.  

d. VP Collegiate Relations-Monica Harness: 
     -Omicron Alpha has been working on their workshops for recruitment. First recruitment 
event was last Friday and they have another one this week. Bid day is Friday September  
     20th. 
     -There is a pre-workshop event this semester September 25th from 6pm to 7pm. Details 
to follow. 
     -Alcohol Awareness Week is coming up Sept 30-October 4th then Greek week will start 
on October 21st.  
     -OA Chapter will be inviting Alumnae to some meetings on Sundays. She will get dates to 
us with dates.  
     -There is a Sister Spotlight for Skylie. She is their Philanthropy Chair. She has been 
chosen to attend the Mission trip.  
     -The Collegiate Relations Chair Victoria had touched base with Monica and let her know 
that they want to start having an “Alumnae Highlights”. They were thinking one or two  
     Alumnae per month. This may start in October.  
     -We will offer a Founders Day Scholarship again this year, which will be sent soon. The 
budget set was to fund the dues rate of 2023. Dues have risen to $95 per month. Funding           
     available may only be enough to pay for three scholarships due to slow sales with 
funraising. The winners will be announced at the Gala.  
e.  Secretary-Emilia McGarity:  

-Emilia reported that she is planning to do a Fall Newsletter. She asked if the end of  
September or the beginning of October would work. It was agreed that the end of 
September would be best to allow for a December newsletter.  This newsletter we will 
focus on the Gala, national awards received since the last newsletter. Norma Jean will see 
if there is interest from a founder to write a small article. Emilia will be sent pictures 



from the Willie’s event. The deadline requested by Emilia was no later than the 20th of 
September.  

f.   Treasurer-Afton Smith-Esparza:  
     -Afton reported that when she went to the bank she discovered that our bank account 
was opened in 1952.  
     -Afton tried to open a savings account however she is not sure if we are able to since the 
bank is asking for our 501(c)3 certificate, which we do not have. It was determined that we                
     will not open a savings account.  
     -The current balance $1,809.00 with no outstanding checks.  
    -Gala: We do need to get part of the payment to the Women’s Club for the Gala. Norma 
Jean will send Afton the amount tonight.  She is also waiting for an updated invoice noting 
the      
     deposit payment.  Ticket sales end on October 11th.. Sales will be through square account 
or check. 
g.  Panhellenic-Susan Lisa Branam/Cyndi Munch:  
     -There is a young lady from Churchill that was a legacy and is now a Delta Zeta. 
     -This year there was a lot of interest from San Antonio Christian, Alamo Heights, And 
Smithson Valley.  
     -Lori may be able to get us feedback about Bexar County sisters currently attending 
A&M.  
     -Cyndi mentioned that the process of getting information from the University Chapters 
should be much easier and they should be wanting to share the information.  
     -It was asked if whenever we find out if a young lady from Bexar County becomes a 
member if they get a welcome letter. They currently do not but it is something that we  
     want to be able to strive for.  
     -Afton confirmed that the invoice from PASA has been received.  
     -This year Panhellenic did not ask for membership numbers. 
h.  Philanthropy-Anna-Melissa Cavazos:  
     -Norma Jean reported that the Jimenez dates are to be determined. Once we get closer 
she will confirm dates and information.  
     -She will be working with Yovhany on the  turtle warming event.  
i.   Ways and Means-Susan Gargotta: 

-Susan and Norma Jean will be leading the Silent Auction. The goal is to have 12 baskets 
to raffle. Raffle tickets will be sold to anyone who wishes to purchase a ticket. The 
purchaser’s names will be on the back of the tickets, and it will be placed in a bowl for 
the particular basket that they wish to win. This gives a change for the Collegiates to 
participate as well.   
-Items include: 2 bottles of wine/2 crystal glasses; 2 bottles of wine with an opener and 
stopper; A whiskey and Cigar Gift Card package; A Whiskey and golf items basket; One 
Tiffany necklace; One coffee table candle; Ray Ban Sunglasses and Eye care kit; Delta 
Zeta Basket;  that will include summer items; RomCom Basket with books signed by the 
author as well as hot chocolate and a blanket; a flowerpot with restaurant gift cards; 
dinner and a movie package; earrings with turtle bracelets. She is also considering doing 
a starter bag for disk golf.  

j.   Public Relations-Casey Galindo:   



     -Everything is up to date on social media. Casey and Michelle are awaiting gala 
information so that she can post it. She will also add any sister events coming up as soon as 
she is      
     notified.  
k.  Website Administrator-Michelle Saenz:  
     -Nothing new to report.  
     -It was mentioned that baskets have started to be picked up.  
     -Michelle offered if anyone needs help with flyers to let her know. The Gala invitation 
will be corrected and resent to Michelle for posting.     
l.   Sunshine Chair-Diana Sarfin:  
     -Norma Jean reported that she sent 2 birthday cards and songs, 1 congratulations card to 
Pricilla, and 1 sympathy card this month.   
     
V. Adjourn: Meeting Adjourned at 7:02pm CST. 
 


