
San Antonio Delta Zeta Alumnae Chapter 

Monthly Board Meeting 

August 11, 2025 

6:00 PM 

La Madeline Restaurant 

 

I. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 6:13 pm CST. 

 

II. Attendance: 

      

     Norma Jean Giffin 

     Monica Harness 

     Afton Smith-Esparza 

     Anna-Melissa Cavazos 

     Casey Galindo 

     Lisa Branam 

     Diana Sarfin 

            

III. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: Norma Jean motioned to approve the minutes. 

Diana Sarfin seconded that motion. June Minutes were approved as submitted by all members 

present. 

 

IV. Officer Reports 

 

a. President-Norma Jean Giffin 

 - Norma Jean reported on National Convention, shared that she had attended with Afton 

Smith-Esparza, Savannah Smith and three collegians. She also reported that Summer Salazar 

was officially elected to serve on National Council, Lorrie Tijerina was in attendance as a 

Foundation Trustee and Valerie Cobos was in attendance as the Area Alumnae Director. She 

reviewed all the changes to our governing documents that were approved and brought copies 

for anyone who was interested in reviewing the documents. 

-While at convention, Savannah, Valerie, Afton and she met with Lorrie Tijerina and Raenee 

Patterson Chavez (Director of Advancement) for the Delta Zeta Foundation. San Antonio was 

one of four alumnae chapters asked if they were interested in creating an Endowment 

Scholarship (other chapters include Theta, Alpha Gamma, Beta Delta). The four individuals 

that met with Lorrie and Raenee will serve as committee members of the endowment 

scholarship. The scholarship must be approved by National Council prior to launching any 

fundraising. The scholarship (named the Omicron Alpha Foundation Scholarship) would be 

held by National Council and would be earmarked for any St. Mary’s University active 

collegian(s) that apply for the scholarship. Should there not be any OA active collegian apply, 

the scholarship would be offered to an alumnae in good standing with OA, and if no 

applications are received by either, the scholarship would be offered to a Texas Delta Zeta 

collegian. The decision on who receives the scholarship will be left to the National Foundation 

Scholarship Committee. We must raise a minimum of $50,000 to fund the scholarship in three 

years. If the minimum funding is not met at that time, the funds are then absorbed into the 

national foundation scholarship funds. The fund must have $55,000 to draw down funds for a 



scholarship. The goal is to kick off the fundraising for the scholarship (if approved quickly) at 

our Founder’s Day this year. Anna-Melissa and Casey brought up several questions that 

Norma Jean will forward to our foundation contact and provide a response once an answer is 

received. 

-Norma Jean will be working on the newsletter that is scheduled for distribution this month. be 

utilized for the newsletter and will reach out to individuals to contribute articles for the 

newsletter. 

b.  VP Membership-Michelle Schuchert: (Report provided by Norma Jean) 

   -Chapter membership as of today is 52.  

c.  VP Programs- Heather Guckian: (Report provided by Norma Jean) 

-Norma Jean reminded everyone that Yovhany had stepped down from serving in the position 

due to new work commitments. She appreciated all that she had done to serve our chapter for 

the close to four years that she has served as an officer. 

-Mahjong 101 was a great success! Many sisters attended the fun event at Yovhany’s home. 

With the $10 per participant portion of the registration fee, the alumnae chapter raised $195.  

-Willie’s Spirit Night event was a success and had 13 sisters in attendance. Monica Harness 

won the door prize (beautiful metal painted turtle). We are awaiting an amount raised for the 

event. Per Yovhany, the check will be mailed to Afton directly.  

-Heather will continue with the events scheduled for the remainder of the year at this time. 

She is excited about the opportunity to serve on the board but was unable to attend due to 

school commitments for her family. 

-Remaining events include: 9/11 Bingo Night, 10/12 Sunday Brunch, December 13 Holiday 

Lunch.  

d. VP Collegiate Relations-Monica Harness:  

-Monica reported that the Fall calendar for the OA chapter had been published.  

-Recruitment is scheduled to begin on 9/7/25 with bid day on 9/19/25.  

-Understanding our Creed Workshop hosted by the alumnae chapter to be held on 10/1/25. – 

-Founder’s Day Dinner has been scheduled for 10/23/25. 

e.  Secretary-Emilia McGarity:  

-Nothing to report.  

f.   Treasurer-Afton Smith-Esparza:   

-$ 3,474.47 is our current bank balance.  

g.  Panhellenic- Lisa Branam/Cyndi Munch:  

-Lisa reported that all RIFs should have been submitted as of the alumnae chapter meeting. 

Cyndi Munch was not present to provide details. 

-First chapter meeting for PASA is 10/1/25.  

h.  Philanthropy-Anna-Melissa Cavazos:  

-Anna-Melissa reported that the San Antonio Food Bank volunteer event was a great success. 

We had 5 alumnae sisters, 1 collegian and 1 family member of an alumna volunteer for the 

event. The volunteers boxed up 35,251 meals that morning! She thanked everyone that 

participated in the event. 

-The school supply drive was also a big success! She will be sending photos to Casey and 

Michelle to post on social media/website.  

-We will postpone the Diaper Bank Event in October. 



-We will continue with our annual participation with the Raul Jimenez Event in November 

and the Turtle Warming Event in December. More information will be provided as we get 

closer to the event. 

i.   Ways and Means-Susan Gargotta: (Report provided by Norma Jean) 

-Rose shop is currently open and closes on August 17th. There is still time to shop for those 

that have not peeked at the offerings. 

-She will begin to shop for fall sister pearl bags once total has been set for the OA chapter.  

j.   Public Relations-Casey Galindo:   

-Everything is kept up to date and posted.  

-She will post a reminder about the Rose Shop this week.  

-Please have Heather reach out regarding the social calendar events so that she can post them. 

k.  Website Administrator-Michelle Saenz: (Report provided by Norma Jean) 

-She updated the website to include Heather’s photo and new role.  

-Created a calendar of events for the website during the meeting.  

-Asked for an update regarding any changes for activities included on the website calendar. 

l.   Sunshine Chair-Diana Sarfin:  

-Diana reported that she sent out cards and sang to 5 sisters in July and 4 sisters in August.  

 

V. Adjourn: Meeting Adjourned at 7:09 pm CST. 

 


