
San Antonio Delta Zeta Alumnae Chapter 
Monthly Board Meeting 

March 11th, 2024 
6:00 PM 

Via Zoom Meeting Online 
 
I. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order March 11th, 2024, at 6:08pm CST. 
 
II. Attendance: 
 
     Norma Jean Giffin 
     Yovhany Ortiz 
     Monica Harness 
     Emilia McGarity 
     Afton Smith-Esparza 
     Lisa Branam 
     Cyndi Munch 
     Anna-Melissa Cavazos 
     Susan Gargotta 
     Casey Galindo 
     Michelle Saenz 
      
III. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: Cyndi motioned to approve. Yovhany 
seconded the motion. Minutes were approved by all members present. 
 
IV. Officer Reports 
 
a. President-Norma Jean Giffin 

-Norma Jean informed the group that the roster has been submitted to Nationals and the 
payment has been made.  
-There are 41 members; We had new members join this year including Michelle Castillo 
(one of OA’s Founders). 
-The suggestion was made to notify Michele Schuchert of connections that we may have 
with sisters who have not yet renewed their membership. 
-Norma Jean provided an update on the gala. We had previously discussed the focus 
toward membership; however, she wanted feedback regarding a re-focus to include a 
national philanthropy and membership combined event. A portion of the funds could be 
donated to DZ Foundation. This would be the first National Foundation financial 
donation in several years. Discussion ensued and it was agreed to proceed with this idea. 

b. VP Membership-Michelle Schuchert:  
     -No Update. Michelle will be updating the directory with the members that have paid 
their dues. 
c.  VP Programs- Yovhany Ortiz:  

- An event that Yovhany is looking into is a karaoke night. She is looking for venue and 
the event will more than likely be in June. This could potentially bring in younger 
alumnae which is an untapped demographic with opportunity to grow. 



d.  VP Collegiate Relations-Monica Harness: 
     -Omicron Alpha did very well with Recruitment. They have 19 new members and are 
now at 35 members. Total for the semester is 36 but the CCD shared that the chapter will 
no    
     longer recruit as time is drawing near to initiation.  
     -Monica is in the process of assigning Sister Peals again for the Semester. An email was 
sent out about the Collegiate Chapter with March 25th as the date for the first letter to be  
    due that welcomes the new member to Delta Zeta as well as include something about the 
alum’s experience during her collegiate days. At initiation, the new member will receive  
    a second letter and a gift. It will be the same gift for everyone and will cost $20. The gift 
bags will include a DZ notepad, pen, 6 chocolate kisses, and a DZ decal. If anyone is  
    interested in participating and has not yet reached out, please contact Monica asap. April 
14th is initiation and a ritual workshop is scheduled for April 17th.  
     -The Delta Zeta Creed Workshop is on March 25th at 6pm. Savannah’s birthday is the 
next day. 
     -April 6th from 11am-1pm is the Alumnae Brunch on the St Mary’s University Campus. 
We are welcome to complete the philanthropy card activity at this event as well. 
     -We are invited to attend Initiation but please let Monica know if you are interested.  
Those in attendance might be willing to carpool given the distance. 
     -The Norma Minch conference is in the Summer. The scholarship application will be sent 
out to the chapter the first week of April.  
     -“Dig it with DZ” philanthropy event is April 7th. Last year they sold T-shirts so they may 
do so again. 
     -The collegiate chapter is hosting a Kendra Scott fundraiser March 22nd, but it will also be 
available online through the 23rd. 
e.  Secretary-Emilia McGarity:  
     -Emilia reported that she has received everything that she needs to complete the 
newsletter and will be working to get that out this week.   
f.   Treasurer-Afton Smith-Esparza:  
     -Afton reported that looking at the statement the current balance in the account is 
$3,469.56. She is showing 41 members.  
     -There were 13 additional donations. We have $626.41 so far in donations. 
     -A question was asked about whether or not a member can go to our website simply to 
make a donations. The idea of adding a “would you like to round up” option was also 
    discussed. 
g.  Panhellenic-Susan Lisa Branam/Cyndi Munch:  
     -Scholarship outreach: April 15th is the deadline. Any high school graduate of a Bexar 
County high school may apply. The applicants would need to visit the PASA website to   
     download the application. 
     - Sponsorships: Last year 3 collegiates were sponsored to attend the luncheon. The 
question was asked whether we wished to continue the sponsorship. Also, if anyone is     
     interested in attending please let Lisa know. Norma Jean mentioned that the approved 
budget has funds for 3 collegiates.  
    -Luncheon: May 4th at Anne Marie’s. The pricing will be the same as last year. Anna-
Melissa stated that she cannot attend but will cover the cost of a collegiate. We are planning 
to  



    pay for one table and will consider adding a table and then reassess if another table is 
needed. Each table is for 8 people. 
     -Lisa provided information about the Panhellenic Merit Award.  The nominee would be 
active in Panhellenic and if the person wins the award, they will rotate as a person that  
     would aid in determining who might win in the future. Lisa has the award nomination 
list if anyone is interested. 
     -Kappa Delta has an event March 23rd and the Bread Box called Chandeliers and Tiaras 
benefitting Child Safe SA. June 1st Phi Mu is hosting a Miracle, Military, and Margarita event   
     at Alamo Café. 
h.  Philanthropy-Anna-Melissa Cavazos:  
     -The first project will be collecting evening attire for Project Prom Dress San Antonio. 
She is collecting through April 6th. This is to alleviate the cost of prom to those that need it.     
     The organization can provide a tax receipt if needed. 
     -Alumnae Brunch in April we will be writing notes of encouragement to support the 
Starkey Hearing Foundation. This is a joint event with the Omicron Alpha chapter.  
     -June 1st there will be an event at Boysville where volunteers will have the opportunity 
to assist with an activity for young mothers and help serve as a mentor at the event. 
i.   Ways and Means-Susan Gargotta: 

-Susan shared a few items for the DZ shop. These items were earrings and DZ pendants, 
DZ decals, DZ beach towels, and 11 caps. The sister pearl bags were also shared. Items 
included 6 kisses, DZ pin, DZ decal, and a notepad.  
-Susan has received the hair ribbons and the ribbons will be made available for the 
collegiates in the fall. 
-The fall fundraiser will be Delia’s Tamales. They sell us the tamales for $8.75 a dozen, 
but we could charge maybe $15-$16. They can freeze for up to 6 months. The delivery 
date would be the first week of November.  

j.   Public Relations-Casey Galindo:   
     -Casey will start working on posting information on the Kendra Scott event. She will also 
post about the luncheon, the DZ shop, and the fundraiser.  
     -She was also asking if she will need a link for the shop. 
k.  Website Administrator-Michelle Saenz:  
     -Michelle has updated the website with upcoming events and is making sure they are on 
the page.  
     -She has asked for feedback on anything we want changed. She asked if the events and 
memories should be kept separate or merged together. Her concern is the quantity of tabs  
     on the site.  
     -She also asked about archiving some items and everyone agreed to do archive by year.  
     -The question was asked if it might be possible to create a search option on the site and a 
suggestion was also made to house some items on our home page (IE the recent  
     newsletter). 
     l.   Sunshine Chair-Diana Sarfin:  
     -She reported sending 3 birthday cards and songs this month. One sympathy card was 
sent to Anna-Melissa, 1 congratulations card, and 2 get well cards. 
     -Norma Jean shared that Michele is working on the updated birthday list and will 
provide it to Diana shortly. 
m. Other Announcements: 



     -Afton asked about ordering cords so that we can present them at the Alumnae Brunch. 
Monica and Norma Jean confirmed that there are 4 seniors. 
     -Michelle became a grandmother.  
     -Yovhany has a new engagement in the family. 
     -Afton will be a godmother. 
     -Susan shared a photo of her granddaughter. 
     -It was shared that applications for alumnae initiates must be completed online. The 
names are received and reviewed by nationals. New initiates will still have to pay for their  
     badges and initiation fee.  
     -Norma Jean let us know that her mother should be going home from the hospital 
tomorrow. 
 
VII. Adjourn: Meeting Adjourned at 7:33pm CST. 
 


