
1 Lorem ipsum
dolor 

Dear Sisters,

I am so grateful to be writing this to so many beautiful
Delta Zeta Alumnae! It is an honor to be in this role as your
President for the 2026-2028 term alongside other amazing
women serving in officer positions. I have already learned so
much in the past few months.

A huge thank you goes out to our Past President, Norma
Jean Giffin, for all she did the past four years. She laid a
strong foundation for our chapter to continue to succeed. 

We have some new faces in officer positions this term as
well as some faces that are returning. I am excited for the
events to come as our officers grow together and fine tune
what we will be offering for you to be a part of. 

As we work and plan for upcoming events this year, I would
love to hear from you. What types of sisterhood,
philanthropy, or fundraising events are you most likely to
participate in? You can send your lists to me at
sa.deltazeta@gmail.com. One of my goals for this year is to
engage more of our members in what we are doing
throughout the year. Although we will not be able to plan
everything on your lists, it will help us make decisions on
how to best serve you. 

Another goal of mine is for our alumnae chapter to continue
to support our collegiate sisters of the Omicron Alpha
chapter at St. Mary’s University. They are a wonderful group
of women that love Delta Zeta as much as we do. We can
only support them with your help. One way we do that is
through our dues and fundraising efforts. 

Thank you to all those that have paid their 2026 dues. If you
are not a dues paying member and would like to be, head
over to our website at sadeltazeta.org. It only takes a few
clicks to process your payment.

I would also like to challenge you to invite a sister that is 
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Upcoming Events
March 22 - OA New Member Initiation

March 23 - Remembering Our Ritual Workshop @ 6:00 PM,
St. Mary’s University, Alumni Athletics Convocation Center,
Room 2155.

March 28 - Alumnae Brunch @ 10:30 AM, St. Mary’s
University, Alumni Athletics Convocation Center,
Movement Studio
& Cards of Joy Philanthropy Event @ Alumnae Brunch.

April 7 - Panhellenic Association of San Antonio
Scholarship Submission Deadline.

May 2- Panhellenic Association of San Antonio Bloom for
Good Scholarship Luncheon @ 11:00 AM, Anne Marie’s
Event Center.

May 3 - Fleece Blankets for Painted Turtle
Sisterhood/Philantropy Event @ 2:00 PM, Girdley Home

not currently involved with the chapter to become a dues
paying member. It is so much fun reminiscing about our
college years. It is even sweeter to continue to live out our
Creed as alumnae. We are not sorority sisters for a
moment. We are sorority sisters for life!

I look forward to seeing you throughout the year at one of
our gatherings! In the meantime, if you are celebrating a
special achievement, Delta Zeta anniversary, or being
recognized with an award, we would love to share your
news with our members. All you need to do is send me an
email with a photo and information on what you are
celebrating. It is a great way to share our Love that is ever
steadfast!

DZLAM,

Monica I. Harness, OA ’93

mailto:sa.deltazeta@gmail.com
http://sadeltazeta.org/


Please Join Us!

Please join the OA Chapter for the annual alumnae brunch hosted in your honor! The chapter loves to see our alumna and
celebrate you. 

RSVPs are requested to ensure that they have an accurate headcount by March 13th:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_4l-9aXJbqp0akn59O_R8ASW5ADjeY5vnMmIYvSKQ74/edit?pli=1

This year, we are being asked to upload photos to photo circle that are favorite sisterhood memories (collegiate and/or
current photo memories). 

Please use the following link and submit photos by March 20th:
https://join.photocircleapp.com/BKEPPFM9NT

The OA Chapter would also love to have our alumnae participate in the Remembering Our Ritual Event on March 23  This
event brings the newly initiated members together with current chapter members and alumnae to reminisce and discuss
the initiation ritual, offering a better understanding of our ritual and the special meaning behind why we do what we do.

rd.

We look forward to making more memories with you on March 23  and 28th! If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact Norma Jean Giffin, VP of Collegiate Relations for our Alum Chapter.
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The OA Chapter Invites Our DZ Alumnae to Brunch 
& a  Ritual Workshop!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_4l-9aXJbqp0akn59O_R8ASW5ADjeY5vnMmIYvSKQ74/edit?pli=1
https://join.photocircleapp.com/BKEPPFM9NT


Panhellenic Association of San Antonio Updates
Panhellenic Association of San Antonio (PASA) is pleased
to announce that two Sorority Collegiate Scholarships will
be awarded for the 2025-2026 academic year. Applicants
MUST have graduated from a Bexar, Kendall, Comal,
Wilson, Guadalupe, Bandera, Atascosa or Medina County
High School and be an active sorority member during the
Scholarship disbursement period of Fall 2026 and Spring
2027 semesters. If you know a collegian that qualifies to
apply, please ask her to go to the PASA website and
download the application on the folowing website:
https://sapanhellenic.org/scholarship    
The submission deadline is April 7, 2026. 

In addition, PASA will celebrate the 2026 scholarship
fundraiser and awards luncheon “Bloom for Good” on
Saturday, May 2, 2026. The event will be held at Anne 

Marie’s Event Center. You may purchase tickets online via
the PASA website or by utilizing the QR Code included
below. 

lease feel free to spread the word about PASA to any
young woman that is interested in becoming a member of
a sorority! The website offers great resources including a
checklist for those preparing to participate in the
recruitment process. Many sororities require
recommendation letters, which the sororities involved
with PASA can assist with! If you or someone that you
know has a question about the process, please contact
Lisa Branam, DZ Panhellenic Delegate
(h2oladybug@gmail.com), or Samantha Lutzenberger, DZ
Panhellenic Alternate (samanthaloren16@gmail.com).

Please use the QR code below to purchase your 
Bloom For Good luncheon ticket.

https://sapanhellenic.org/scholarship
mailto:samanthaloren16@gmail.com


initiation, the OA Chapter and alumnae chapter will co-host
the Rememberingour Ritual Workshop on March 23, 2026, at
St. Mary’s University. Please mark your calendar for this
special event as we would like to have a strong attendance
from our alumnae chapter!

Finally, please join the OA Chapter for the 2026 Alum Brunch
event on March 28, 2026. The chapter has been busy
planning what promises to be a wonderful event to honor our
alumna, connect with other alumnae and make beautiful
memories. As part of the celebration, our alumnae chapter
will be recognizing academic excellence for the current OA
sisters at the event. Collegians with a 3.5 or 4.0 Cumulative
GPA will be be provided a dangle to acknowledge their
academic excellence! Please see the article included in this
newsletter to ensure that you RSVP for the special event! 

I cannot wait to see you at an upcoming OA/SA Alumnae
Chapter event! 

                      ~  Norma Jean Giffin, VP of Collegiate Relations.

The Omicron Alpha (OA) Chapter participated in Spring
semi-structured recruitment this semester. Two Open
House events were held on January 28  and 29 , followed
by a Philanthropy Recruitment event on February 6  and a
Preference Recruitment event on February 7, 2026. The
Spring Recruitment class size was set at 8. Chapter total
for the spring semester is 48, allowing for seven open bids
to be distributed by the OA Chapter. As of today, the
chapter has 14 new members and anticipates adding a
final sister to the class when they return from Spring
Break. The first pinning ceremony took place on February
9 , followed by a second ceremony on March 2, 2026. One
final pinning workshop will be completed soon! 
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The OA Chapter was very appreciative of all the alumnae
who participated in the recruitment workshop on January
27, 2026. Our Texas weather plays havoc on the best laid
plans, and the OA Chapter, CCD, and Recruitment Advisor
are ever thankful to have wonderful sisters that show up
to support them regardless of the curveballs that mother
nature sends our way! Our alumnae chapter provided pizza
for all the collegians after the recruitment workshop, one
dozen pink roses for the preference party, and a sandwich
tray from Jasons Deli for the IC committee. 

On February 19 , our alumnae chapter and OA Chapter co-
hosted a Delta Zeta Creed Workshop at St. Mary’s. We had
five alumnae and fifteen collegiate initiates/new
members attend the workshop. This is such a special
workshop for the new members to participate in, as they
are early in their new member education process and
appreciate the insights provided about what the DZ Creed
means for Delta Zetas as new members, initiates, and as
alumna. 
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We continued the Sister Pearl program this semester,
with twelve alumnae sisters who have graciously given of
their time to serve as Sister Pearls for the new member
class. Three sisters have agreed to take on more than one
sister pearl this semester – AMAZING! I was able to attend
a New Member Class on March 2, 2026, to introduce the
program to the new member class and distributed the
first communication from the alumna to the new
members. The new member class is eager to soak up all
they can about our sorority and our alumna. 

Initiation of our newest members to our sisterhood is
scheduled for Sunday, March 22, 2026, while they are
away at their spring sisterhood retreat. Following 

Omicron Alpha Updates



MEET YOUR ALUMNAE CHAPTER OFFICERS

Alumnae Chapter President

A little about myself - I have been married for 27 years
to my husband, Tom. I was initiated at St. Mary’s
University (OA Chapter) in 1993. We have three dogs
and four cats that we love to spoil. It’s a zoo at my
house, but we wouldn’t have it any other way. I enjoy
spending time outside, and I have worked in youth
ministry since 2004. I am currently the Central Region
Ministry Coach for Life Teen, a Catholic Youth Ministry
organization. My faith is extremely important to me
and is a big part of my day to day life. 

I continue to be involved with Delta Zeta as an alumna
because I grew to love our sorority as a collegiate, and I
still carry that love. Many of my closest friends are my
sorority sisters. I also want to continue to live out our
Creed as best as I can and continue making life long
memories with my sisters. 
.

Philanthropy Chair

Hello San Antonio Sisters! I grew up in Canfield, Ohio
and was initiated at Ohio Wesleyan University (Alpha
Rho) in Fall of 1991. DZ was a big part of my college
experience and several of my sisters remain my closest
and dearest friends! I have lived in Columbus, OH, San
Francisco, CA, moving to San Antonio in 2003. 

Over the years, I've filled professional and volunteer
roles to advance organizations using my
communications, marketing, event planning, advocacy
and community organization skills. I'm thrilled to serve
this group as Philanthropy Chair! My husband, Michael
(a San Antonio native) and I have 2 sons, ages 16 1/2
and 20. 

As a mom of boys for the last 2 decades, I'm excited to
shift some time and focus to support the development
of women and our Delta Zeta community. It's been a
joy to connect with local alumna and the OA collegiate
members. If you have a favorite Philanthropy or non-
profit agency that you would like us to support, please
let me know!



MEET YOUR ALUMNAE CHAPTER OFFICERS

Public Relations Chair & Website Administrator

Meet Michelle Saenz, a woman who wears many hats—
and wears them all well! An English teacher at
Somerset Collegiate Academy since 2013, Michelle’s
journey has taken her from the halls of St. Mary’s
University (where she joined DZ’s Omicron Alpha
chapter in ’93) to seven years of military service in the
U.S. Army and National Guard.

Not one to slow down, Michelle went back to school 20
years later for her Master’s in Education. Now, she’s
bringing that same energy to our Alumnae Board. After
a successful first term managing the website, she’s
adding "Social Media Guru" to her resume for her
second term. When she isn’t educating teenagers or
helping the board, she’s usually bragging about her
two grown sons, her wonderful daughters-in-law, her
granddaughter, or her two very lucky pups.

.

Vice President of Membership

I am a proud wife and mom of two amazing adult
children, Matthew (25) and Julia (22). Our home is also
happily ruled by two adorable German Shorthaired
Pointers (GSP) Sadie Mae (4) and Maverick (1) who
keep life active and entertaining.

I graduated from Kent State University with a degree in
Art History and a minor in Studio Art. While my
academic background is rooted in the arts, my
professional journey took an unexpected and
rewarding path into financial services. I currently serve
as a Director of Quality Assurance in Anti-Money
Laundering (AML) Compliance at USAA.

I remain involved with Delta Zeta because the
sisterhood has been a lifelong source of friendship and
leadership. Staying engaged allows me to give back
and support the next generation of women.



Our sister, Gretchen Luistro-Bernal, has been bestowed the
Marianist Heritage Award on January 22, 2026, from St. Mary’s
University . The Marianist Heritage Award has been given each
year since 1981, to select few individuals who are faithful to
the Marianist Heritage. This can be expressed through an
interest in developing the Marianist charism by increasing
knowledge and working to transform it into practice within the
St. Mary’s University Community. Gretchen is the Director of
Development for the School of Science, Engineering and
Technology and is the University Campus Advisor for Delta
Zeta. She has been employed with St. Mary’s University for
three years now. Gretchen was initiated at St. Mary’s
University, Omicron Alpha Chapter in 2002. Congratulations
Gretchen! 

DZ Sister Congratulations Corner 2026 San Antonio 
Alumnae Chapter Officers

President: Monica Harness

VP of Programs: Heather Guckian

VP of Membership: Michele Schuchert

VP of Collegiate Relations: Norma Jean Giffin

Secretary: Stephanie Pitts

Treasurer: Afton Smith-Esparza

Panhellenic Delegate: Lisa Branam

Panhellenic Alternate: Samantha Lutzenberger

Philanthropy Chairwoman: Shandelle Girdley

Ways and Means Chairwoman: Tina West-Yanez

Sunshine Chair: Diana Sarfin

PR Chair/Website Administrator: Michelle Saenz

Historian & Newsletter Editor: Norma Jean Giffin

www.sadeltazeta.org
email: sa.deltazeta@gmail.com

Our sister, Dorothy Wood, has been named Paraprofessional
of The Year for Legacy of Education Excellence High School
(LEE High School). Dorothy is one of three nominees for
Secondary Paraprofessional of the Year for North East
Independent School District (NEISD)! What an honor! Dorothy
is the Library Assistant at LEE High School, where she has
worked for over 14 years. She has been employed with NEISD
for 20 years. Dorothy was initiated at the University of Denver,
Rho Chapter, in the Spring of 1994. Congratulations Dorothy!

Omicron Alpha 
Foundation Scholarship

It is never too early in the year to consider how you
may give graciously of what is yours to Delta Zeta.

The Omicron Alpha Chapter and the San Antonio
Alumnae Chapter are in the process of seeding the
Omicron Alpha Foundation Scholarship. We have three
years to secure funds for the creation of a scholarship
that the collegians from OA can apply for from the
Delta Zeta Foundation. 

There are many giving options availabe including
monthly, annual or through estate planning.  Please
reach out to Lorrie Tijerina, Foundation Trustee, at
LBTijerirna@aol.com  if you would like additional
information.


